
 
 

Faculty engagement in service-learning in a faith-based university: Motivators and deterrents 
 
Judy Hutchinson, Executive Director, Center for Academic Service-Learning and Research, Azusa 

Pacific University [jhutchinson@apu.edu] 
Roxanne Helm-Stevens, Associate Professor, Azusa Pacific University [rhelmstevens@apu.edu] 
Robert Duke, Associate Professor, Azusa Pacific University [rrduke@apu.edu] 
Cathy McPhee, Assistant Professor, Azusa Pacific University [cmcphee@apu.edu] 
Mary Rawlings, Associate Professor, Azusa Pacific University [mrawlings@apu.edu] 
 
Keywords: Comparative survey, teaching perceptions, faith-based institution, institutional type 
 
Conference track: Faculty  
 
Format: Poster presentation 
 
Summary 
The purpose of this study was to determine institutional and individual factors in a faith-based university 
that affect faculty participation in service-learning and to examine their impact on faculty teaching 
perceptions and behaviors as compared to those factors found in non-faith based institutions. This 
research was conducted by the Faculty Fellows Program in the Center for Academic Service-Learning 
and Research is a replication study, based on a study and instrument conducted by Abes, Jackson, and 
Jones (2002). We obtained permission to use the instrument and have modified it to include additional 
questions related to possible faith motivators for service learning. We have compared our findings to the 
prior study, as well as examined findings related to faith indicators. 
 
The survey was distributed to undergraduate teaching faculty at Azusa Pacific University. The total 



number of surveys completed was 115 out of a distribution of 239 (48%). The high number of 
completed surveys improves the reliability of the data. Of the total completed surveys, 55% of the 
respondents had taught a service-learning class, and 45% had not taught a service-learning class.  
 
This poster will provide some interesting data for how institution type affects faculty participation in 
service-learning. 
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